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Reminders 

 Club subscriptions are 

now overdue (page 5) 

 Opening Day 1st April 

 

Captain’s Corner 
It really does feel like spring is in the air now. It’s surely the best time of the year and 
especially so for golfers. As the sun appears and the air begins to warm up, we are 
filled with positive swing thoughts and optimism for the new season! 
 
An enormous amount of work has been done over the winter by both the greens staff 
and the Kirkcudbright Golf team to get all aspects of the club ready for the year to 
come. 
 
Despite the recent cold spells, the course is in excellent condition which has been 

helped by your patience in letting us give it the occasional rest when we had the worst 
of the weather.  The greens are coming along nicely and I am sure the results of the 
hard work and knowledge of John and his team will be enjoyed by members and  
visitors alike.  
 
It is easy to forget that all the office work and organisation is done by volunteers 
without whom we simply would not have a golf club. It is great to see that we have 
some new members joining the office team to help spread the load and if anyone else 
can lend a hand please let us know. New systems have been introduced which always 
takes a great deal of time but have put us in a position to be able to focus on  
providing services to members and visitors, and promoting the club. 
 
Outside the office, the usual faces have also been hard at work sprucing up the  
clubhouse and grounds. A huge thank you to all of you from all of us. 
 
I am especially delighted to welcome Thai Kitchen to the golf club. I am sure this  
exciting development will be welcomed by all and will give the club a great boost.   
I am confident that you will make Duangjai and her team welcome and please spread 
the word far and wide that great food is now available at the club – people will not be 
disappointed! 
 
All that remains now is to hit the ball. Opening Day is Sunday, 1st April (really!) and 
always a fun event.  We will have the usual Texas scramble of teams drawn from all 
sections of the club. Please come and get your names in by 9:30 for a multiple tee 
start at 10:00. 
 
Looking forward to seeing you all soon.  
 
Jon, 

Club Captain. 

March 2018 
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On Saturday 17th March we held our annual Past 

Captain’s Lunch.  10 Ladies braved the bitterly cold 

weather to play 7 holes of golf and then 24 past and 

present Lady Captains enjoyed a buffet.   The Club 

House was laid out perfectly and the food was  

excellent. 

I am sure we all  looking forward to opening day on 

the 1st of April and the start of a new season of  

glorious golfing.  There’s lots to look forward to in 

2018 and we can’t wait to get started. 

The winter League is finished now and the Winter 

Eclectic ends the week before opening day.  Results 

will be announced at our May Day outing to the Cally 

Palace.  

 

 

 

 

Our three-day residential in July is to Ramside Hall & 

Spa in Durham.  We arranged this at the end of last 

year and realise this was quite far in advance for 

some ladies to commit.  If anyone who has not al-

ready put their name up for this would like to come 

with us, please speak to Isobel and she will seek  

further availability.  Details of both outings can be 

found on the Ladies page within the club website. 

Ladies Day Golf started Tuesday 20th March, kicking 

off with a two-woman Texas Scramble (sorry that this 

has already happened by the time this newsletter 

goes out - Editor). 

 

Now all we need is some sunshine!  

 

Isobel, 

Ladies’ Captain. 

Ladies’ News 

Ladies’ Events 

We have had a long winter this year, and the weather 

is still bitterly cold but this has not deterred Flora and 

all the other Ladies who have turned up every  

Tuesday throughout the winter months for Golf and 

Coffee, or sometimes just coffee and a blether.  Each 

lady has contributed £1 each week for charity.   

Traditionally, Flora organises an outing to Brighouse 

Bay to mark the end of the winter charity season and 

in previous years we have played in the snow and 

rain.  Miraculously, this year we had a lovely, sunny  

morning and thoroughly enjoyed 10 holes of Golf and 

then soup and sandwiches. Flora and her troops have 

raised over £400 this year, so, on Tuesday 13th of 

March, 18 ladies played golf and then enjoyed lunch 

in the clubhouse when Flora presented a cheque for 

£320 to The Blood Bikes.  The remaining £100 is to 

be donated to Hearts of Arts. Again the sun shone, 

and we have all but forgotten all the awful winter 

weather we have had. 
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As a wee bonus, Flora got a wee shotty of one of the Blood Bikes.  

Charity Donations 



 

 

Have you ever had 3 x “two”s? 

In the same round?  This 
feat was achieved by Karen 
Shamash at Pinhal Golf 
Course in the Algarve a 
couple of weeks ago. 
 
Well done, Karen. 
 
If you have ever done 
something similar, or even 

better, please let us know ! 
 
 

Catering News  

 
Jon has already mentioned 
the new catering service 
available to all our members 
and visitors, and how much 
we welcome having them 
cater for the Golf Club.  
However, it is also worth 
saying how many people 
have enthused about the 
quality of the food  
presented by the Thai  
Kitchen staff, Duangjai and 

Mark.  If you haven’t tried it 
yet, you’re missing out. 
 
Catering opening hours  
after Opening Day are still 
to be finalised but they are 
likely to be similar to those 
in the past. Standard Scots’ 
fare will be available when 
the clubhouse is open and 
Thai food will also be  
available most days. We will 
publish more precise  
opening times when we 
have confirmed the actual 
summer opening hours. 
 
Menus will shortly be posted 
on the golf club website and 
will be available from the 
start of the new season. 
 
The Office. 

Notes from the Treasurer 

 

GOLFALOTTO  
 
The number of members of Golfalotto is slowly creeping up, and we have 
now reached 124, although more members are always welcome!   
Remember, Golfalotto pays out the same percentage as the National Lottery, 
the only difference is that the good cause being supported is Kirkcudbright 
Golf Club. 
 
Tickets are £3 per month, £36 annually or a one-off payment of £180 for the 
full 5 years (pro rata).  Of course, you can buy more than 1 ticket, if desired. 
 
Don’t be shy...details available from the Club Office or Donald Shamash  
directly on 01557 330065 or dgshamash@gmail.com. 
 
Donald Shamash, 
Treasurer. 3 

EGGS 

The EGGS have had a successful winter season despite the weather. The  
winter league was won by Tommy Learmonth who managed to virtually seal 
the win after the first two rounds. The rest of the winter Fridays were filled 
with a mixture of “four-ball-better-ball” sweeps and ”two-out-of-three” 
sweeps, both played to the EGGS winter handicap adjustment system. The 
EGGS summer season begins on Friday 30th March with the Captain’s Prize 
Stableford Competition.  
 
The EGGS are a thriving part of the club which is open to gentlemen aged 55 
and over. You can be assured a warm welcome and good companionship by 
turning up on a Friday before 9.45 am (we aim to tee off at 10:00 after a 
quick draw for teams/groups).  If you’re eligible, we hope to see you soon.  
 
Andy McMinn, 
EGGS Captain. 

EGGS’ Winter report 

mailto:dgshamash@gmail.com?subject=KGC%20Golfalotto


 

 

Gents A, B & C Championships  

 
Another change this season 
is that the finals of the 
Gents A, B & C Champion-
ships will be played early 
season, on 24th June, with 
the usual 5 qualifiers taking 
place during April and May. 
Please see full breakdown 
on the club fixture list. The 
36-Hole Scratch & Handicap 
Shields have also been split 
over two Sundays in an 
attempt to attract a greater 
entry. 

 
 

Match play events 

Entry sheets for the club 
match play events will go 
up on the noticeboards soon 
- please support these 
events by entering your 
names before the deadlines 
on the posters. 

 

Did you know? 

The highest golf course in 
the world is the Tactu Golf 
Club in Morococha, Peru, 
which sits 14,335 feet 
above sea level at its lowest 
point. 

Match News 

Winter is over 
 

The winter season finished on Sunday (18th March) with the traditional Two’s 
Final, played in difficult conditions. Well done to all who were brave enough to 
play and a big thank you to James Erskine Golf for his generous sponsorship 
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The course on 28th February 

Competitions 
 

Wednesday competitions start again on 28th March with an 18-hole handicap-
qualifying sweep from the yellow tees. Alongside this, we will trial a 9-hole, 
handicap-qualifying sweep for the first time. We hope that this will appeal to 
people with less time to play or those struggling for daylight during the early 
season. The 9-hole sweeps will initially be trialled over holes 1-4 and 14-18. 
Please remember, when cutting in at 14, priority goes to those playing 13 and 
that it is not permitted to play holes 5-13 if competing in the 9-hole competi-
tion. 
 
Please feel free to offer feedback on the 9-hole format to either myself or via 
the office. If the 9-hole option proves to be a popular alternative, we will look 
to run more of them during the season. 
 

Kirkcudbrightshire 4-Ball  
 
Well done to the following pairs who have Qualified to represent us in the 
Kirkcudbrightshire 4-Ball in 2018: 
 

 Michael Kirkham & Mikey Taylor 

 Rod McAllister & Steve Richardson 

 Bill Gardner & Duncan Gordon 

 Rodney Niven & Robin Murray 

 
 
Malcolm Kirkwood, 
Match Secretary 

Results 
 

The Winter League was won, not for the first time, by Tom Hinchliff, with 
Gary Middlemas and David McLachlan in close pursuit this year. Mikey Taylor 
took the winter eclectic title, while Alistair McGowan and Kevin Morrison won 
the winter pairs. The Magic Two’s Race was won by Keith Munn. All results are 
available via our website www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk or via Master Score-
board directly. 

http://www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk


 

 

“9-hole Qualifying Competitions in 
Stableford, Medal and Open formats” 

Buggies  
 
We have a great course here at Kirkcudbright but it is quite physically  
demanding.  For both older members and those recovering from injury 
(and for visitors, too), the availability of buggies plays an important role. 
 
Last year we had insufficient buggies for all our visiting parties and lost 
some quite big bookings (and money) as a result.  We also wanted to have 
more flexibility in hire charges to try to offer our members better, more 
affordable support.  But with just 5 double buggies we had little room for 
manoeuvre. 
 
To improve this, we have done three 
things: 
(1) Two of our members with their own 

double buggies have offered us access 
to them if we need them to meet big 
bookings; 

(2) We have an agreement with Rickerby 
for short term hire of another 2 double 
buggies; 

(3) We have bought 2 new single buggies 
and another second hand double    
buggy. 

 
All of this means that we now have access to up to 10 double buggies and 
2 single buggies. 

There have been a few changes for 
the coming season regarding golfing 
handicaps. 
 
The main one is the introduction of 
Category 5 (29 - 36) for men and 
Category 6 (37 - 54) for both women 
and men.  So yes, handicaps now go 
up to 54 for all players.  However, 
don't expect to see hordes of people 
playing off 50+ as a result; for  
example, for the men's section, only a 
few players have moved by a few 
shots to around 30-32, so the end 
result is some fairly modest changes.  
The UK-wide change is aimed at  
encouraging more people into golf and 
this can only be a good thing for golf 
as a whole and for Kirkcudbright golf 
club also. 
 

These changes came into effect on 

the 1st of January 2018. 
 

The scope for holding 9-hole  
Qualifying Competitions, in  
Stableford, Medal and Open formats, 
has been introduced.  We have 2 sets 
of 9 holes certified for use in Handicap 
Qualifying rounds (the front 9 and the 
"internal" 9, 1-4 & 14-18) at  
Kirkcudbright and the aim is to try to 
make more use of this in 2018.  
Watch out for our 9-hole competitions 
that may appeal to those with less 
time available. 
 
Members may now submit an  
unlimited number of Supplementary 
Cards (except Category 1 players) but 
remember that this must be agreed in 
advance with the appropriate  
handicap or match secretary. 
 
Some other small changes have also 
been made - check the ruling body 
(www.congu.co.uk) for more details.  5 

Office Matters 

Handicap changes for 2018 

We have simplified the hire charges and reduced them for members.  Visitors will continue to pay £20 for a double 
buggy, while the member charge will be half of that, at £10.  We will keep the single buggies predominantly for 
members and only hire them to visitors if we have run out of doubles.  For the single buggies, the hire charge will be 
£10 for visitors and £5 for members. 
 
The cost to members is as low as we can make it and still just about break even on buggy costs v income.  We think 
it is a good deal and hope that this will help members to keep playing and enjoying their golf at Kirkcudbright for as 
long as possible. 

 

Read more about the single-

occupancy buggies on the 

 I-motion website at 

 

www.i-motioncaddys.com 

http://www.congu.co.uk/
https://www.i-motioncaddys.com/


 

 

Subscriptions 
 

Our two main occupations during the last few months - subscriptions and 

bookings for the new season - have been progressing well.  For those who 

haven’t got round to it yet, please come in or contact the Office to arrange 

the payment of your subscriptions.  If you’re on a regular payment scheme 

then you don’t need to do anything further.  If you pay in advance for the 

following year (10 payments of £40) then these should start from March so 

please get a new Standing Order form from the Office as soon as possible.  

 

We’re here to help 
 
Finally, please feel free to contact the Office with any questions or comments 
you have; if we don’t have the answer immediately, we will put you in touch 
with the right person or get back to you as soon as we possibly can. 

Office Matters (continued…) 

 

Volunteers, please 
 

We are always on the  
lookout for volunteers to 

help in the Office,  
particularly as we enter the 
main season and go to  
longer hours and 
(preferably) a 7-days a 
week service.  If you are 
happy to offer some time 
and are ok with computers 
(for the email, tee booking 
and membership systems 
we operate), answering the 
phone and dealing with  
visitors then please get in 
touch.  Even the odd day to 
cover other absences would 
be helpful. 

Kirkcudbright Golf Club  

Stirling Crescent 

Kirkcudbright 

Dumfries & Galloway 

DG6 4EZ 
 

Telephone: 01557 330314 

E-mail: office@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 

 

Website:  www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 

Keep In Touch 

Social media 
 

https://www.facebook.com/kirkcudbrightgolf/ 

 

https://twitter.com/search?vertical=default&q=kbtgolfclub 

 

https://www.instagram.com/kbt_golf 
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If you have any interesting photos, we’d love to see those, too. 

The Last Word (from the Editor) 
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New styling 
 

Welcome to the new style newsletter.  I hope you like it but if you 

think it could be improved in any way, please do let me know.  I’m 

only here to try to give you all the information and news that the 

Committee thinks you should have in order to better enjoy your club 

membership and if this is falling short of your expectations in any 

way, please get in touch with your comments or suggestions. 

Email : office@KirkcudbrightGolf.co.uk  

 

I’m taking over from Malcolm Kirkwood who has moved on to    

become the club’s Match Secretary and I must acknowledge the fact 

that he has done a wonderful job over the last 3 years (or is it 

more?).  Thanks, Malcolm. 

This initial issue is a full 7 pages long but I suspect that won’t    

always be the case so if you have any funny, strange or interesting 

golf-related stories, please share them with us and we’ll share them 

with the rest of our members in this newsletter. 

In future issues, we’ll be reminding everyone about the recent 

changes to the Rules of Golf as well as some reminders about the 

existing rules that sometimes get forgotten or overlooked.  I hope 

you’ll find them useful. 

There will also be a resurrection of “The Interview” where members 

answer a set of golf-related questions that hopefully gives some 

insight into the person being interviewed.  We did have one ready 

for this issue but I decided to keep it for the next one as I need to 

get this published now. 

See you on the course soon, 

The Editor. 

mailto:office@KirkcudbrightGolf.co.uk?subject=Newsletter

